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9-Hole Open Boys 13 & Over

Top Finishers

9-Hole Club Boys 12 & Under
1 Conner Conkel Buford 43

2 Jack Warren Atlanta 47
3 Charlie Nunnally Atlanta 48

T4 William Smith Carrollton 50
T4 Iain Thomas Sandy Springs 50

9-Hole Club Boys 13 & Over
*1 Gray Roberts Atlanta 39
2 Matt Kavney Marietta 39

3 Matthew Roddy Alpharetta 40
4 Julien Forrest Atlanta 44

T5 Brian Kim Alpharetta 45
T5 Julian Tanksley Stone Mountain 45

T5 Nathan Vickroy Acworth 45

9-Hole Club Girls 7-18
1 Abigail Bolt Woodstock 38

2 Courtney Johnson Woodstock 42
3 Harmanprit Kaur Tucker 44

T4 Virginia Lambert Fayetteville 48
T4 Erin McBride Marietta 48

T4 Lindsay Seagraves Marietta 48

9-Hole Open Boys 12 & Under
1 Alexander DeRosa Atlanta 38

2 Spencer Yi Alpharetta 40
3 JonErik Alford Roswell 43

T4 Graham Owings Dunwoody 44
T4 Rich Yancey Newnan 44

9-Hole Open Girls 7-18
1 Payton Schanen Kennesaw 38
2 Melanie Talbott Woodstock 50

Located just inside the perimeter, John A. White Golf Course was originally designed 
in 1929 but underwent a $2 million renovation by Bob Cupp in 1999. Now home 

to the First Tee of Atlanta, almost 80 juniors teed it up for play Wednesday, June 23.
The 9-Hole Open Boys 13 & Over saw some strong play by two of the divisions 

best. Benjamin Thomas (Atlanta) and Michael Sheahan (Marietta) both carded 38s 
on their way to a tie at the top of the leader board. Thomas got off to a tough start on 
the first hole making an 8 but finished strong with 8 pars in a row and ultimately won 
the scorecard playoff for the gold medal! A great example of hanging tough, you never 
know what can happen out there.

Former Player Ryan Gambrell Directs Players

9-Hole Open Girls 7-18

Let ‘Er Rip!

9-Hole Open Boys 13 & Over
*1 Benjamin Thomas Atlanta 38
2 Michael Sheahan Marietta 38
*3 Daniel Skelton Decatur 43

4 Kyler Hart Atlanta 43
5 Matthew Sheahan Marietta 44



USGA Rules Tip: Presented By Atlanta Junior Golf

14-2 Assistance
In making a stroke, a player must not: 

a. Accept physical assistance or protection from the elements; 
-or-

b. Allow his caddie, his partner or his partner’s caddie to 
position himself on or close to an extension of the line of play or 

the line of putt behind the ball. 

Ryan Stachler (Milton) fired a blazing one-
under-par 71 Tuesday, June 23 at The Chimneys 
Golf Course. He made four birdies on his way 
to a three shot victory in the 18-Hole Boys 12 
& Under division. This is Stachler’s second win 
in as many starts. He is sure to be a contender in 
many more events as the Grand Championship 
draws near. 

Round of the Week

Not Rule 3-3 Again!?!? Beginner Wrap-Up
	 The Beginner division visited RiverPines Golf (Alpharetta) 
and The Wee Links (Jonesboro) during this week’s play. Nearly 80 
juniors teed it up between the two sites as both events took place 
under sunny skies and great weather!
	 Zachary Bazemore (Woodstock) had a great round Monday 
at RiverPines shooting a 39, the lowest score in the Beginner 11 & 
Over division. 
	 With only a five more events until the Beginner Open 
at Hawks Ridge Golf Club we hope everyone is practicing hard 
and getting ready for what should be a great Season-Ending 
Championship at a very challenging golf course.

As a competitive golfer, it’s important to 
know, or at least be familiar with, most 

of what is written in the Rules of Golf. This 
part of playing the game is just as important 
as making birdies and eagles. However, to 
better focus your study of the Rules, it’s 
important to know that some rules may 
have more of an impact on your game than 
others. For example, when playing mostly 
stroke play tournaments (as most junior 
golfers do), competitors probably will 
benefit more from a thorough knowledge 
of Rule 3 (Stroke Play) than Rule 2 (Match 
Play). In fact, it’s inside Rule 3 that you’ll 
find perhaps the most important of the 
stroke play rules: Rule 3-3.

You’ve heard our staff talk about Rule 
3-3 during Orientation and Rules Seminars. 
You’re reminded of Rule 3-3 by our staff 
on the tee before every Summer Series 
tournament. Then, when you get to the 
scoring area, our staff asks you one last time 
if you used Rule 3-3 during the round you 
just completed. While it’s hard to say that 
one Rule is more important than another, 
all of the attention we pay to Rule 3-3 
certainly makes it seem pretty significant.

How can Rule 3-3 help you? Why 
should you take the time to study Rule 3-3? 
Well, in short, because the Rule assists you 
when you don’t know how to proceed under 
another rule. The very name of Rule 3-3, 
Doubt as to Procedure, suggests that it is 
there to help you when you have a question 
about how to correctly proceed under the 
Rules of Golf. Rule 3-3 is golf ’s version of 
an insurance policy–you can complete play 
of a hole with a second ball, just in case the 
original ball has been played incorrectly. 

Consider this example: You’re playing 
a short par-three hole that requires your 
tee shot to carry a water hazard (marked 
with yellow paint). After a great stroke, the 
ball lands on the putting green and spins 
back into the water hazard. You’re familiar 
with the relief procedure for water hazards 
(found in Rule 26), but you can’t remember 
if you should drop on the putting green side 
of the hazard or behind it. You try to find 
a rules official, but can’t seem to locate one 
nearby. It is at this very moment, when you 
question how to properly proceed under the 
Rules, that you should look to Rule 3-3 for 
assistance.

In this and similar situations, Rule 3-3 
will allow you to complete the play of the 
hole with two balls. Before proceeding, 
however, you must do a few things: 1) 
announce that you intend to use Rule 3-3 
and complete the hole with two balls (you 
can’t just go around dropping two balls all 
day!); 2) choose which golf ball you wish to 
count if the Rules permit (it is important to 
note that the chosen ball will only count if 
allowed under the Rules–if it violates any 
rule then the score with the other ball will 
count, assuming it was played correctly);  3) 
you must report the facts to the committee 
upon completion of play, even if the scores 
with the two balls are the same (the penalty 
for failing to do so is disqualification–this 
is why we ask you about Rule 3-3 in the 
scoring area). 

Let’s return to the water hazard example. 
Assume that you decide to drop on the 
putting green side of the hazard without 
playing a second ball and complete play of 
the hole with only this ball. You then proceed 
to the next tee and play your tee shot. At 
the end of the day, you ask our staff if you 
dropped in the correct place. In this case, 
unfortunately, you’ve played from a wrong 
place and committed a serious breach of the 
Rules. The moment you hit your tee shot on 
the next tee you were disqualified from the 
competition. Had you invoked Rule 3-3, 
played a ball from both the putting green 
side of the hazard and second ball from the 
tee (note that it is always okay to play a ball 
from where you last played under the stroke 
and distance penalty), the score with your 
second ball would stand and you would not 
be disqualified from the tournament.

Whether you’re uncertain about where 
your nearest point of relief is located, 
wondering if you might get relief from an 
area you think should be marked ground 
under repair, or are confused about where 
you should drop after hitting into a water 
hazard, Rule 3-3 is in place to assist you 
as a competitor. The moment you have a 
question about how to proceed under the 
rules and can’t find a rules official to assist 
you, pull out your copy of the Rules of Golf 
and reference Rule 3-3. It might just help 
you avoid a disqualification and stay in 
the competition to make more birdies and 
eagles. 


